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In this workshop:
Searching and Applying to Artist Alleys:
  Techniques for finding artist alleys that align with your interests
and goals.
 Tips for preparing and submitting applications effectively.
Communication with Organizers:
 Strategies for asking relevant questions to organizers for
clarification and guidance.
  Effective communication to ensure a smooth and successful artist
alley experience.
Planning Ahead for a Great Experience:



What's an Artist Alley?
Artist Alley 101



Artist Alley
Artist Alley is a vibrant space at conventions where
artists, illustrators, and creators showcase and sell
their artwork, crafts, and merchandise. It offers a
diverse range of original and fan art prints, comics,
handmade crafts, stickers, buttons, and jewelry. It's
the go-to place for unique creations, fostering
direct connections between artists and their
audience/buyers.



How to Find Artist Alleys
Where and How to search:



Social Media

Popular social media sites
such as twitter, Instagram &
Facebook.

S

Communites

Who is in your circle? stay
connected and let them
know what you do!

C

Websites

Official websites of
conventions/event websitesW

Search engines

Utilize Google and event
websites to find conventions
near you. 

S
E



Animecons.com

Convention 
Websites:

Fancons.com
Eventbrite

https://animecons.com/
http://fancons.com/
http://eventbrite/










Use Keywords in search: Comic Con, Comic event, Comic Convention,
Anime Cons, Anime Events, Anime Conventions



Apply on the Official
Con Website

Connect on the official convention website and
search for the Artist Alley application along with 

 rules and guidelines for how to apply. 



Social Media
Connect with Conventions on their Social
Media Pages:



Follow & subscribe to the Convention's Instagram page to get updates 
about its events and happenings. To contact the organizer or 
advertising team, send them a DM! ( Direct message) inquiring about 
Artist Alley and how to apply. 

Contact organizers 
via Instagram

When a convention only has social media
if you can't find the artist alley application on their site
If Artist Alley is sold out but you'd like to still inquire.
If the convention has not gotten back to you via website/email.

This method can be employed for a multitude of purposes.





Repeat Process
with New

convention page

Find Their other
Socials and follow
them

Click on You Might
Like section

DM Convention for 
Information

Check website link
for more

information 

Scroll Their Feed
for Information
about Artist Alley &
Location etc

Follow Their 
Twitter

Twitter Flow Chart



Google is your best friend: 
Use the keywords in the screenshots to search to find a list of 
conventions near you and their dates: Use the Social media/Website
Strategy to inquire & apply for conventions.



Community
It Takes a Village!

Have friends that attend conventions? How about gamer 
friends and cosplayers? Sometimes the connection is there-- all you have 

to do is ask!  At a convention? Perfect time to ask a volunteer for
information/ask to talk to one of the planners/managers. Introduce yourself

and get their contact info to reach out! 
 

Go for it! Similarly, you can message artists on 
social media!



Sold Out?
There's still hope! 

Utilize the social media system to directly contact 
organizers and inquire about open slots that may not 

be publicly known. Connect with them to explore potential 
opportunities and secure a spot that might not be 

advertised.



Don't Be Afraid to Be Annoying!
It often pays off!

 
Reach out to convention organizers via social media/email even if the show 

appears to be sold out. Chances are that there are artist slot
dropouts and organizers will look to fill that slot. By contacting them, you can raise 

your chances of being put on the waitlist or even be offered a last-minute table
sometimes at a discounted price. 



Applications
Elaborate on what you want to discuss. 



 The earlier you submit your application and pay for
it, the higher your chances of getting a slot. Once
the organizers confirm your application, based on
available slots and other applicants, your spot is
locked in. These slots fill up quickly.

 The earlier you submit your application and pay for
it, the higher your chances of getting a slot. Once
the organizers confirm your application, based on
available slots and other applicants, your spot is
locked in. These slots fill up quickly.

Involves a convention committee overseeing the selection process.
 The committee carefully evaluates applications to curate a diverse 
and high-quality artist alley experience. Artists are chosen based
on the event's theme, goals, and the representation they can bring 
to the space. These applications often require artists to provide 
more detailed information, such as portfolio samples. The committee 
reviews and compares submissions before selecting their pool of
artists.
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and high-quality artist alley experience. Artists are chosen based
on the event's theme, goals, and the representation they can bring 
to the space. These applications often require artists to provide 
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reviews and compares submissions before selecting their pool of
artists.

First Come
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Juried
Application

Juried
Application



Application Process Juried:

Fill out Information
Fill out the application with your information. 

Submit your Portfolio/Website
 Submit requested samples of your work if
requested.



What to Submit:
Jurors seek clear and concise examples of
your work and products. It's ideal to have a
dedicated platform for this purpose. Avoid
relying solely on social media, like Instagram,
as it may not fully showcase your products,
especially if you have various content.
Consider using platforms like Etsy,
Threadless, Red Bubble, Ko-fi shops, or
creating a merchandise page or store on your
website. This ensures a focused presentation
of your artwork and products to impress the
jurors.



No Shop? Website? 
No Problem

Showcase your art on free portfolio platforms! Take
clear product photos, upload them, and name them

for the convention's artist alley application (e.g.,
"AniTomo Artist Alley Application 2023"). Submit the

link. You can also create a PDF compilation with
clear descriptions and costs. Present your work

professionally and comprehensively.



Tabled before?
If you have tabled before, provide photo examples of
your previous setups. You can also create a mock-up

at home to showcase your products. Note: Some
conventions may not accept drawn/digital mock-
ups, so check their guidelines. When in doubt, ask

for clarification!



Free Portfolio Platforms:
Please see the following below 

Behance
https://www.behance.net/

Tumblr
https://www.tumblr.com/



Alley Application
Examples

Alley Application
Examples
Behance:Behance:

https://www.behance.net/gallery/141206263/Artist-alley-original-artwork-commission-portfoliohttps://www.behance.net/gallery/141206263/Artist-alley-original-artwork-commission-portfolio
https://www.behance.net/gallery/47351303/Artist-alley-fanart-portfoliohttps://www.behance.net/gallery/47351303/Artist-alley-fanart-portfolio

Jessica Blake: BehanceJessica Blake: Behance

Laura Frick BehanceLaura Frick Behance
https://www.behance.net/gallery/70891373/Artist-Alley-Portfolio-2018https://www.behance.net/gallery/70891373/Artist-Alley-Portfolio-2018



Tables & Set Up
The Art of Tabling



4Ft Table4Ft Table
Typically suited for smaller
conventions or artists with

a limited inventory.
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conventions or artists with

a limited inventory.
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conventions or artists with

a limited inventory.
  

Typically suited for smaller
conventions or artists with

a limited inventory.
 



Tables often include 2 chairs, 2 badges,
and sometimes tablecloths in the artist
alley submission fee. Additional chairs

may require extra payment, usually
equivalent to a badge or half its price.
It's best to discuss these details with

the convention organizer.
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Read Application
Guidelines
While most of this information can be found
in the artist alley application, if anything is
unclear, don't hesitate to ask! Here are some
helpful prompts for your questions:

What's the policy on extra chairs?
Are table clothes included?
Am I allowed Helpers/Volunteers? how many?
What's the deadline for application deposits if chosen?



Table Strategy

Payment Options:
Before the convention, ensure

you have your payment
methods covered: cash and
card are the rule of thumb.

Accept card payments through
peer-to-peer contact apps like
Venmo, Cash App, or Square

for added convenience.

Packing
Ideally, a full day before

the convention to pack all
the necessary supplies

and merchandise for the
event. Being well-

prepared ensures a
smooth and organized

experience.

Plan Your Table set up
Dedicate a day/evening to

mock up your table setup and
capture detailed photos. This
way, when you arrive at the

event, you'll have a clear plan
in mind, preventing last-

minute confusion and ensuring
a smooth setup process.



More on Money:More on Money:
Ideally, bring $150 in cash, including a mix
of $5s, $10s, and $20s denominations.

Carry your cash on you at all times I ideally
in a fanny pack in our pouch you can stash
by you. 

 Carry a card reader for digital transactions.
Sign up for the Square app to get a free card
reader, allowing you to accept payments
conveniently and securely.



Resources for Digital payment:Resources for Digital payment:

Paypal Square App Cash App Venmo App



That's A Wrap!That's A Wrap!
This Presentation is available as a downloadable PDF!

grab it on the Magna Ax website!
MagnaAx.com/about

  
Check out my Manga series Magna Ax!

Https://Magnaax.com
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